
Setting the Stage
Imagine that as a teacher you plan to implement a lesson called Lost 
Women inspired by the powerful poem “the lost women” by Lucille Clifton. 
Objectives might include: Students will better understand Black history 
and/or diverse histories. Students will be able to create, synthesize and 
analyze.  Students will present and speak about the content they have 
engaged with. Students will self-assess and reflect. 

This lesson will illuminate three women who are formative in Black history, 
but not widely known: bell hooks, Ida B. Wells, Dr. Joyce Ladner. Choosing 
three individuals for this lesson is ideal because it allows student some 
choice, offers enough individuals for natural comparison and contrasting to 
occur, and highlights icons both living and gone. Another variation might be 
choosing three women from different diverse backgrounds (i.e. Yuri 
Kochiyama, Angela Davis, and Dolores Huerta).
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 H  Reflect on Histories
The lesson would use the poem ‘the lost women” as the anchor and 
ask students to research the three women named above- thus 
applying the “H- histories” component of the framework by exposing 
students to new histories and figures.

 U  Unlearn biases
Students and the educator would engage in the “U-unlearning,” 
component of the framework, which might include discussing and/or 
journaling what “unlearning” needs to occur related to the lesson 
example. Are there any misperceptions related to these women or this 
history? A reflection question for this component of the framework 
might look like this: In what ways do you think 
history/society/systems has silenced these “lost women?” Do you 
think some voices and stories are not shared as much as others? If 
so, why? What might these women’s stories challenge us to rethink or 
consider? Depending upon the classroom, these questions could be 
examined via writing, discussion, or in groups.

________________

Next, students would work on the heart of the assignment which 
involves researching all of the women, taking notes, and then working 
in pairs post-research to compare notes and discuss the content that 
was discovered. This step allows students to analyze, 
compare/contrast, evaluate, and reflect. After researching, students 
will create a free verse poem using “the lost women” poem as a 
source of inspiration. 
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Students will craft poems about the histories they discovered through 
their research. Students might craft a poem based on one of the 
women, two of the women, or all three. 

Students can use direct quotes in their poem from their research 
notes, or all creative and original verse. Poems do not need to 
rhyme/or they can, and the length of the poem can vary depending on 
teacher/student needs and preference.

 S  Share stories
The “S- stories” component of the framework involves the sharing out 
of stories. This assignment offers the ideal opportunity to allow 
students to share their poems and offer a short connection to the 
poem/histories and their own lives and experiences. Again, how this 
is done, can be varied and fluid. The presentation (storytelling) aspect 
can be done with each student individually presenting, or in small 
groups with one group member sharing out a synopsis of the group’s 
overall themes and poems. Lastly, the “H- healing” component can 
occur through post-lesson reflection. This might consist of a 
classroom discussion, journaling, human continuum, the completion 
of the K-W-L chart, or an exit ticket. 

 H  Foster healing
Lastly, the “H- healing” component can occur through post-lesson 
reflection. This might consist of a classroom discussion, journaling, 
human continuum, the completion of the K-W-L chart, or an exit ticket. 


